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We have seen that these lights are but faint;
that of the existence of a Creator they afford no
more than a preponderance of probability; of his
benevolence a considerably less preponderance; that
there is, however, some reason to think that he cares
for the pleasures of his creatures, but by no means
that this is his sole care, or that other purposes do
not often take precedence of it. His intelligence
must be adequate to the contrivances apparent in
the universe, but need not be more than adequate
to them, and his power is not only not proved
to be infinite, but the only real evidences in natural
theology tend to show that it is limited, contrivance
being a mode of overcoming difficulties, and always
supposing difficulties to be overcome.

We have now to consider what inference can.
legitimately be drawn from these premises, in favour
of a future life. It seems to me, apart from express
revelation, none at alL

The common arguments are, the goodness of God;
the improbability that he would ordain the annihila-
tion of his noblest and richest work, after the greater
part of its few years of life had been spent in the
acquisition of faculties which time is not allowed
him to turn to fruit; and the special improbability
that he would have implanted in us an instinctive
desire of eternal life, and doomed that desire to
complete disappointment.